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entire army.  The Edomites thought their city was impregnable!  They
thought they would never be brought down!

Verses 3-4.  Because of their smug, secure position they became filled
with pride.  The boasted, "who shall bring me down to the ground?"  But
the prophet said that their pride had deceived them!  They thought that they
could deal with their enemies; the powerful nations of the Assyrians,
Babylonians, and Egyptians.  The only problem is that they were not now
dealing with the powers of the world but with the power of God.

The destiny, doom, and deliverance of nations are in the hands of
God; it is He who determines "their appointed seasons and bounds of their
habitation"  (Acts 17:26).  He alone has the power to build up or to debase
and cast down.

[Q-1  If God decides to bring us down will our fortifications deter
Him?  Our fortifications are only good for how long? ]

2. EDOM TRUSTED IN HER TREASURES  (v. 5-6)

At this time Edom was the center of caravan routes from Egypt to the
north, and from the eastern deserts to the ports on the Mediterranean.  She
used the numerous caves in Petra as storehouses for the merchandise that
was traded.

The prophet points to how thoroughly Edom would be ravaged (v.5)
without anything left and how her treasures would be searched out and
carried away (v.6).

A nation may have many treasures and natural resources which are
blessings from God, but they can be depleted and the nation come to
poverty.

[Q-2  How could this happen to America? ]

3. EDOM TRUSTED IN HER ALLIES AND FRIENDS  (v.7)

The time would come when the confederates of Edom would expel
her ambassadors.  The nations that she had peace treaties with would
deceive her and turn against her.

One of the greatest problems in the political world is trying to figure
out who your "real" friends are.  America is learning you can't buy friends.

[Q-3  Are these "national" lessons also true on the individual level?
Illustrate or give examples of this truth, politically and
individually. ]
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Well, who can we trust?  Where can we find friends that we can count
on?  In time of trouble, where can we go?  Edom was deceived by trusting
in human help who would desert her in time of need.

4. EDOM TRUSTED IN HER WISDOM AND WISE MEN  (v.8)

The Edomites were known for their wisdom and cunning.  At the time
of Jesus' birth the land of Judea was ruled by Herod the Great who was of
Edomite descent, and called Idumaean.  The Lord referred to the Herod who
killed John the Baptist as "that Fox" (Luke 13:32) which was a reference to
the wisdom and cunning the Idumaeans were noted for.

But the Lord says there would come a time when such wise men and
wisdom would be destroyed among them, and they could not be counted on
to bring Edom deliverance.

Aren't we also living in a time when we think our "wise men" and
science, our wisdom and knowledge gives us an edge in the world?  
  
   [Q-4  What should we understand as God's warning to us from this?]

[Q-5  If we can't count on our "wisdom" and "learning," on what can
we count? ]

5. EDOM TRUSTED IN HER "MIGHTY MEN" (warriors)  (v.9)

In the final analysis Edom trusted that her mighty army of strong
warriors would be able to defend her against any and every foe.  Obadiah
calls out that "Teman," one of the mighty cities of the Edomites, would be
dismayed in seeing her mighty men slaughtered.

It appears that Edom thought she was prepared for any foe, and
overlooked the truth that when God was ready to bring her down, He could.
It didn't matter what size army or how brave they were, when the Lord is
ready to chastise a nation He can do it!

[Q-6  Again, what is the obvious lesson we in the United States
should learn from this truth? ]

[Q-7  Just how strong are we as a nation?  What is our best source of
defense? ]


