Bird D. Bayless and Eliza May Family Bible Transcription

Submitted by Sherry Bayless, 723 Kendrick St., Florence AL; transcribed by Margaret Hougland

[Information about the Bible here]
This Bayless family descended from John Bayles b.1617 of England.  On June 10, 1635, John sailed from London on the TRUELOVE for Bermuda, then Boston.  He settled in Jamaica NY and 4 generations of his family lived in the NY and NJ area.  In 1784 his great grandson, Daniel Jr. and Daniel’s three youngest sons, Samuel, Reuben and Hezekiah, entered Land Grants from the state of North Carolina in Washington County.  Many of their descendents stayed in Washington Co. for well over 200 years.  The oldest entry in this Bible is Daniel Jr., b.1716, the first Bayless to move to Washington Co. TN.  The line continues down through his son Reuben (Ruben)’s line.
The family believes this Bible originally belonged to Bird D. Bayless and Eliza May, purchased in the late 1800s. The oldest entries were in Eliza’s handwriting, probably copied from an older Bible.  This same handwriting details the May family.  We think the Bible was then given to the youngest son of each generation, maybe when they married.  The next handwriting style belonged to Caroline Hink, wife of Alexander Harrison Bayless.  She was a major influence on the family, both in appearance and in culture.  Both of her parents were German immigrants, as well as her stepfather, Charles Decker founder of the Keystone Pottery.  We think she started the unique trend of naming children initials only.  (My father’s full name is “L.G.”, and most of his uncles were known only by their initials.)  Also she had a very distinct square jaw and angular face which still shows up in her descendants.  Please visit my FTM Website for pictures of Bird, and the A.H family over the years:

http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/b/a/y/Sherry-R-Bayless/ 
The next recipient of the Bible was Taylor Bridge Bayless and Margaret Jane Bolton.  “Taylor Bridge Road” in Washington Co. TN is named after him.  We are not sure where the Bible went from here.  At this point in time, most of A.H’s children, including T.B., moved to Bledsoe and Van Buren Counties.  We believe several different entries, mostly recent death dates on p.8, were made by other family members.  My cousin Tony Bayless found this Bible and photocopied parts of it in the 1980s.  So this is the same as “Tony Bayless family Bible”, if you should happen to see references to it.    
Information in brackets [ ] is by the transcriptionist. Words in all caps are those printed in the Bible; words in italics are handwritten, as are all names, dates and other information.
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        Family Record
Grandparents



Names



Born



Died

Father’s Father: 1st- Daniel

Dec. 15th 1716


1800

Father’s Mother: 2) Ruben

June 21st 1754

Parents

Father: Reuben Bayless

[no dates recorded]
Mother: Margret Lucas

Children


Names



Born



Died

Daniel L.



April 18th 1777

Feb 14-1867

George




[no dates recorded]
John

Ruben

Ann

Mary

Hannah

Margret

Zethia

Elizabeth

Rebecca 



Oct 12-1793
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Miscellaneous (Births)

William May was born

Sept 14th 1837

Samuel May was born


Aug.26-1797

Mary Million
     ”


Mch. 27-1799

John A. May        ”


Feb. 21-1822

Cassamere May   ”


May 6th, 1823

Eliza May            ”


Jun 4th, 1825

David C. May      ”


July 19th, 1826

Georg. W. May    ”


Aug 23rd, 1827

Edward J. May     ”


Mar 24th, 1829

Priscilla May        ”


April 2nd, 1831

Mary Anna May   ”


Jan 6th, 1833

Martin M. May     ”


Oct 30th, 1834

James G. May      ”


Dec 9th 1835

Samuel Francis May ”


May 3rd-1840   [handwriting changed]
Deaths

David C. May 

Died 

Sept 19th, 1826
Edward J. May
    
”  

 “    19th, 1829

Priscilla May        
”

May 19th, 1833

Martin M. May    
 ”

Feb 15th 1835

Samuel May      
 ”

March 12th 1842

Mary May         
 ”

Feb 24th 1863 
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         Family Record
Grand Parents


Names



Born



Died

 [written in above the name] “He was burried in Cherokee Cemetery”

Father’s Father: 3) Daniel

April 18th 1777.

Feby 14-1867.

Father’s Mother: Mary Ireland
July 18th 1779


Mch 18th 1863.

Parents



Names



Born



Died

Father: Daniel


[no dates]
Mother: Mary

They were married March 5th 1813.

Children



Names



Born

Married

Died

1.  Col Wm M Bayless

Sept 16, 1807.

[blank]


June 25/99
2.  Zillah         
”

July 23 -  1804.

3.  Albert G.     
”

Mch 12 - 1813.

4.  Bird D.      
”

Oct 22nd - 1819.   8 April 1845 Eliza May 
Aug. 2/1898

5.  Martin W.   
”

Sept 16th 1817.

6.  Artie
”

Oct 29th 1803

7.  Rebecca
”

[no date]
8.  Priscilla
”

[no date]
9.  A
”

[no date]
10 Elizabeth
”

Aug 7th 1809

11. Thomas A.
”

Nov 8th 1812
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Miscellaneous 
      Names and Marriages

	Samuel May was born 

Aug 26th-1797

Mary Million was 

born the 27th March 1799.

They were married the 

15th Feb. 1821.
	James G. May 

and Nack Henley 

was Married Aug 10-1854

	John A. May and 

Susanah Mcrackin 

was Married Nov 19th 

1846
	Casamer E. May 

and Cathrine King 

was Married April 13/1858



	Casamere E. May 

and Catharine was 

Married Dec 22nd 1846
	William May and 

Eliza Helen Kings 

were Married Dec 22/1856

	Georg. W. May and 

Nancy Henley was 

Married Aug 29th 1898
	

	John A. Tredway 

and Mary Ann May 

was Married 

April 1st 1852
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          Family Record
Grandparents



Names



Born



Died

[Blank]

Parents



Names


Born
Wash. Co.


Died







        Tenn.
Father: Bird D. Bayless 
Oct 22nd 1819.

 
Aug 2d 1898. Wash Co. Tenn

Mother: Eliza May     
Jan 4th 1825
 

June 14th 1889. Wash Co. Tenn.

They were married 8th April 1845.

Children


Names


Born Wash Co.

Married

Died





Tenn

1.  W.M. Bayless


Apr 24 th 1846 

1874  Melcenia Dove

Jan 5, 1926

2.  Mary J. Bayless


Sept 19 th 1848

May 29th 1873  W.H. Templin

3.  Elbert M. Bayless

June 12 th 1850
May 1st 1872  M.C. Hensley

4.  N. A. Bayless


May 20 th 1852.

5.  M.P. Bayless


July 23rd 1856

6. A. H. Bayless


Sept 28 th 1859

Jan 17 1883  C.M. Hink  
Aug. 16, 1925

7. R. J. Bayless


Feb 26 th 1867




     
1952
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          Family Record
Alexander HerrisBayless children and Grandchildren

Miscellaneous

     Marriages






Grand Children

	[3 different handwriting-3 different inks]

R.H. Bayless and Meggie Waling 

was Married April 24th 19.10

R.H. Bayless and Mary Moore 

was Married 17th September 1916

B.D. Bayless and Era Cagle 

was Married Sept [writeover] th 18 1910
	[all in same handwriting and ink]

Bertha Lee Bayless 

was Born April 23th 1911

Lorene Bayless 

was Born Sept 17th 1917

James Hubert Bayless 

was Born June 25th 19.11

	Amanda May Bayless and Posy Debord 

was married Feb 21th 19.15

C.F. Bayless and Lummie Walling 

were Married May 3, 1948 

[different ink  and different handwriting]

C. F. Bayless and Nara Wheeler 

was married Aug 5th 19.15

C. F. Bayless and Leta Beach 

was married Aug 25th 19.18

J. C. Bayless and Nelie Waling 

was married Dec 24th 19.16

[Following in different ink and handwriting]
	Charley Albert Bayless. 

was Born Nov 9th 19.13

Mary Ruth Bayless.

 was Born Sept 25th 19.15

GinNett. Bayless. 

was Born Atril 1th 19.16

Alferd Herris Bayless 

was Born 29 Dec 19.17

Caral Ugean Bayless 

was Born 2 Jan 19.18

H.P. Debord 

was Born 23 Feb 19.18

Annie Lauese Debord 

	A. H. Bayless and Belle 

Hicks was married Dec. 6, 1923 [writeover 2]
T. B. Bayless and Margaret 

Bolton was married 

Oct. 29-1923 [writeover 2]

	was Born May 21th 1916

N.J. Bayless Born Apr 14th 1919

[ink faded as if it was bleached] Elner Margret Bayless Dec 31 1919

Nola May Bayless Mch 27, 1921

Jaunita Ruth Bayless Sept.

Henry Hinck Bayless May 5th 1921
Donald Raymond DeBord Jan 5th 1920
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         Family Record
Grandparents



Names




Born


Died

[same handwriting except as noted]

Father’s father:  Bird D. Bayless

Oct 22nd 1819. 
Aug 2nd 1898

Father’s mother: Eliza Bayless

Jan 4th, 1825

June 14th 1889

Mother’s father:
[blank]


 [Where] Germany

[different handwriting below]

Mother’s mother:
Sophia M. Decker
Jan 24th 1828 

Aug 9th 1886






[9 writeover] 
         In Washington Co. Tenn

Parents



Names



Born



Died

Father:  A.H. Bayless

Sept 28th 1859

[diff. ink] Aug. 16-1925

Mother: C.M. Bayless

Feb 14th 1859

Jan 17, 1929 [where] old house

They were married Jan 17th 1883 at CF Deckers  Wash Co. Tenn by N.W.J. Baxter

Children
[Married column written in different handwriting and inks]



Names

Born Wash Co.

Married


Died




Tenn

   [written above] Bledsoe Tenn
1. R.H. Bayless

Mch 13th 1884

 24 Apr 1910 to Maggie Wallin
11-18-66

2. A.M. Bayless

Sept. 7th 1885
   
   1915 Feb 21  Posy Debord

3. B.D. Bayless Jr.

April 30th 1888
    Sept 28 1910   Era Cagle [faded ink]

4. C.F. Bayless

June 13th 1890
    Aug 5 1915
   Norli Wheeler 
1-14-18

5. J.C. Baless

May 19th 1892
   Dec 24, 1916  Nela Walling  
Oct 31, 1960







Nela died Aug 31 1971

6. A.H. Bayless Jr.

Oct 1st 1894

   Dec. 6, 1922  Belle Hicks








  died Dec 3, 1960

7. T.B. Bayless

Oct 1st 1897

   Oct 29, 1922  Margaret Bolton 
July 4, 1975
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        Family Record
Miscellaneous

[written in diffenent handwriting and inks] 

	Deaths
	“Births”

	Nora Wheeler Bayless

  Died 14 Jan. 19.18

Maggie Waling Bayless

  Died 4th July 19.11

Carrie Belle Bayless     Twins died

Jessie Harris Bayless     March 10, 1927

Eleanor M. Bayless

  Died Oct 7th 1935

J.C. Bayless children Births[written on side]
	T.B. Bayless            Oct. 6, 1923

Neva Jane Bayless   Aug 7, 1925

Carrie Bell Bayless         Twins

Jessie Harris Bayless      March 10, 1927

[line crossed out]

Garland Hink Bayless

       March 26-1931

Floella Dean Bayless

  March 18, 1929

	Carl Eugene Bayless born Jan I, 1918

N.J. Bayless                ”   April 14, 1919

Nola Mae Bayless      ”   Mar. 27, 1921

Monroe Harrison Bayless born May 5, 1923

     Death June 9, 1945

James Oliver Bayless born July 6, 1925

J. C. Junior Bayless    ”     Sept 5. 1928

L. G. Dearing Bayless  ”   Sept 5, 1932
	Clara Bethene Bayless

 Sept. 17. 1934

Thomas Lee Bayless

   Dec. 13, 1937

Frances Kathleen Bayless

  Nov 1, 1921

Albert L. Bayless

  April 27, 1924

Romilda Sue Bayless

   Jan 7, 1940


-----

