ACTS

Introduction

AUTHOR: Acts is indeed a continuation of Luke's Gospel. We could well refer to the Gospel
as Volume One and Acts as Volume Two. In Acts 1:1 "the former treatise'' addressed to
Theophilus (Luke 1:3) is a reference back to Luke's Gospel.

Internal evidence, particularly the "we'" passages of Acts (Acts 16:10-17; Acts 20:5-21; Acts
20:18; Acts 27:1-28) confirm Luke as the author. Luke by profession was a physician. He is the
only Gentile author in the New Testament. He was an eyewitness to many of the events in the book
and was Paul's co-worker.

BACKGROUND: The book of Acts begins where the gospel left off at the resurrection and
ascension of Jesus into heaven. It takes up the story there and shows the establishment of the
Kingdom (the church) and its growth. It is often called ''the book of conversions' because it
shows how people in the first century became Christians.

Various titles given the book include:
"The Acts of the Apostles”
"The Acts of the Holy Spirit"
"The Ecclesia Established, Evangelizes and Expands"
"The Message and Method of New Testament Evangelism"
"The Great Commission In Action"

"The Book of Evangelism"
"How To Get Into Christ"
Luke's Gospel = Christ
Luke's Acts = How to get into Christ
The Epistles = How to stay in Christ
"A Book of Beginnings"

"Book of Conversions"
"Acts of Apostles" (Some Acts of Some of the Apostles)

CHARACTER: The book is historical and written in narrative form. The history of the
Bible is HIS STORY and the pivot point of the Bible around which all things revolve is the Cross.

[For the charts accompanying this "Walk" lesson see the "Walk" series online at:
http://home.hiwaay.net/~wgann/walk
or http://www.rogersvillecoc.org/resources

The Old Testament says "Someone is coming."
The Gospels say "Someone has come."
The Epistles say "Someone is coming again."

The Book of Acts is a very important book in the New Testament. From the book we glean much
background material for the epistles. We see the important theme of early preaching (the
resurrection), fulfillment of prophecy and a number of miracles.
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DESIGN: The book shows the progress of Christianity from Jerusalem to all Judea, and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth. The commission of the risen Lord had already been reported by Luke
(Luke 24:46-49) and here is the description or how it was accomplished.

The key verse of the book is Acts 1:8. This verse is actually like Luke's Table of Contents, or
outline for the book.

The book was probably composed in about AD 61/62. It begins with the history of AD 29/30, the
year of our Lord's death, and ends following two years of Paul's imprisonment at Rome about AD
62.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ACTS:

L. Spread of the Gospel in Palestine with Peter as leader. Ch. 1-12

IL Spread of the Gospel Outside Palestine with Paul as leader. Ch. 13-28

A CHRONOLOGY BY CHAPTER
(You may need to see this FULL PAGE for the chart to line up correctly.)
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Key Verse:

Acts 1:8

Key Word: “Witness”
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ACTS
35 Years of Church History

Author: Luke
Date written: A.D. 62

Chapter

1 Jesus taken back up into heaven church
2 Pentecost - Holy Spirit

3 Gate Beautiful - lame man healed
4 Peter & John arrested

5 The lie told

6 Widows neglected

7 Stephen

8 Philip’s preaching

9 Saul’s conversion

10 Cornelius’ conversion

11 Peter reports

12 Herod

13 Cyprus & Antioch

14 Lystra & Derbe

15 Jerusalem council

16 Philippi

17 Athens

18 Corinth

19 Ephesus

20 A farewell address

21 Paul arrested in Jerusalem
22 Stairway sermon

23 Plot on Paul’s life

24 Felix

25 Festus

26 King Agrippa

27 Shipwreck

28 Rome
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lAct1:1

Luke = 14.45 % of the NT

Acts = 12.66 % of the NT

TOTAL = 27.11% of the NT was written by the Gentile Luke a Total of 2155 verses
Paul = 25.22 % or 2032 verses

John = 17.80 % of the NT (Gospel, epistles, Revelation)

Best Commentary, Gareth Reese's Commentary on Acts

In the first book -- The word "first" is used when speaking of the "first" of two or more. Some
wonder if Luke was planning another volume to take up where Acts leaves off.

The word "book" is used in a technical sense of a work that covers more than one papyrus
roll. This refers to the Gospel of Luke.

Theophilus -- The name means "Lover [or "friend"] of God" Since he is called ""most excellent''
in Luke 1:3 (Acts 23:26; Acts 26:25) he may have been a government official for whom Luke is
providing a legal brief. This has caused some to speculate that Luke wrote both volumes as a legal
brief for Theophilus Acts 1:1; Luke 1:3 who was either Paul's lawyer or the official who heard his
case for Nero's court. One can note the number of times Paul comes in contact with government
officials and no Roman ever found Paul guilty; Felix, Festus, Gallio, Sergius Paulus, and one could
add the time at Philippi, the city officials at Ephesus, Roman soldiers at Jerusalem and aboard
Paul's ship to Rome, as well as King Agrippa, etc.

Some think it is an anonymous name and Luke's writing was intended for every "Lover of
God." Or that Theophilus may have been a patron of Luke's book who would see to the circulation
of a large number of exact copies.

that Jesus began to do and teach, -- Jesus practiced and then taught. He did not do as the
Pharisees Matthew 23:3. The disciples called Jesus "a prophet mighty in deed and in word" Luke
24:19.

BActs 1:2

until the day -- The phrase of "did and taught" is understood in the sense and continued doing so
until the day, etc.

when he was taken up, -- This refers to Jesus' ascension recorded also in Luke 24:50-53.

after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit -- Christ through the Holy Spirit
inspired the apostles to continue preaching and teaching Jesus' message.

The commandment referred to here is probably what is called "the great commission."
(Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-48).
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to the apostles whom he had chosen. -- The apostles are name in Acts 1:13. Their calling or
selection is recorded in Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16.

BActs 1:3

To them he presented himself alive -- Luke emphasizes the reality of Jesus’ physical, bodily
resurrection (compare 1 Corinthians 15). His resurrection and its implications then become the
heart of the apostles’ message (e.g., Acts 2:24, Acts 2:32; Acts 3:15; Acts 17:31)

after his passion [suffering] -- Reference is to the crucifixion.

many [infallible; convincing] proofs -- Irrefutable and convincing evidence, of His resurrection.
The word doesn't occur anywhere else in the NT In Greek authors it denotes an infallible sign or
argument by which anything can be certainly known. Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to His
disciples established beyond a doubt that He was physically alive. They knew his death was real,
and afterwards saw the scars; they talked with him, traveled with him, and ate with him, etc. John
20:30.

during forty days -- There are no less than 13 different recorded appearances of Jesus to His
disciples during this time between Jesus' resurrection and his ascension back to the Father. The
implication is that there were several others as well. After 40 day, Jesus led them out toward
Bethany (Luke 24:50), to the Mount of Olives Acts 1:12.

speaking of the kingdom of God -- This implies, it is obvious, there was much unrecorded
teaching Jesus gave his apostles. The kingdom of God was the central message of Jesus’ teaching
during his three-year ministry. He predicted that some in his hearing would see in their lifetime the
kingdom come with power (Mark 9:1).

BActs 1:4

And while staying with them -- The alternative reading, “eating with them,” is preferred by some
[NLT; NCV] (cf. Acts 10:41; Luke 24:42-43) . The fact that Jesus ate provides additional proof of
His bodily Resurrection.

he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem -- Because their own prophets (Isaiah 2:3) had
said “Out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

but to wait for the promise -- The promise regarding the King's coming in the power of Holy
Spirit, Luke 24:49; Mark 9:1; Matthew 3:2; cf. John 14:26. Which foretold the coming of the
kingdom of God, Acts 1:3.

the promise of the Father, -- Jesus repeatedly promised that God would send the apostles His
Spirit (Luke 11:13; Luke 24:49; John 7:39; John 14:16, John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7).

which ... you heard from me, -- This promise is alluded to (Luke 24:49) and found in (John
14:16-21, 26; John 15:26-27; John 16:7-15).
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BActs 1:5

John baptized with water, -- Information regarding John's baptism is found in Matthew 3:11
where he prophesied the coming baptism of the Holy Spirit. These word are a repetition of what
John the Baptism had said earlier when he compared his baptism with the baptism Christ would
administer (Matthew 3:11; John 1:33).

before many days -- These word of Jesus were probably spoken not long before His ascension.
The time between Jesus' ascension back to heaven and the sending of the HS on Pentecost was
about 8 days. (Jesus' crucifixion was associated with the Passover, and fifty days later was
Pentecost.)

you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit -- Baptism has to do with the method of the Holy
Spirit's reception, and the measure of power or supernatural endowment.

This message to the apostles was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-4.

1. Jesus was given the Holy Spirit "without measure" John 3:34. NIV "without limit".

2. The apostles were given the Holy Spirit to be guided by it, John 14:26, John 16:13-14;
and to impart it's miraculous nature to others on whom they laid their hands, Acts 8:14-15; Acts

8:18: 2 Timothy 1:6; Romans 1:11; etc. Such miracles, signs and wonders confirmed their
preaching Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:3-4; Romans 15:19; etc.

3 Some Christians were given supernatural spiritual gifts 1 Corinthians 12:1 ff; 1
Corinthians 14:1 ff Romans 1:11; etc. by the laying on of the apostles' hands Acts 8:14-15; Acts
8:18; 2 Timothy 1:6; Romans 1:11;

4. The Holy Spirit leads still leads us today through the inspired writings given to us by the
apostles and prophets of the New Testament. God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit are all said to
"dwell" in us as we follow their teaching and live holy and godly lives that imitate them. cf.
Ephesians 3:17

BActs 1:6

when they had come together, -- The "they" are the apostles. This is another day than that
spoken of in the previous verses. The apostles are together with Jesus on the Mount of Olives, as
verses 9 and 12 show.

they asked [were asking] him, -- They understood that the kingdom of God would be inaugurated
by the Messiah and like the people may have expected a political fulfillment of this kingdom (cf.
John 6:15).

will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? -- cf. John 18:36. It appears the apostles still
had the concept of a temporal dominion for Jesus' kingdom just as the Jewish population who
looked for a nationalistic restoration of David's kingdom and the throwing off of the yoke of foreign
domination. (John 18:36)
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They also knew that Ezekiel 36 and Joel 2 connected the coming of the kingdom with the
outpouring of the Spirit whom Jesus had promised. In Jewish expectations, the restoration of
Israel’s political fortunes would be marked by the activity of God’s Spirit.

KINGDOM
"At hand"- Matthew 3:2,
To come in first century with "Power"- Mark 9:1,
But "Power" was to come with Holy Ghost- Acts 1:8,
This happened on the day of Pentecost- Acts 2:1-4.
The Kingdom was in existence in Paul's day- Colossians 1:13.
It is the Church- Matthew 16:18-19.

BActs 17

not for you to know times or seasons -- Jesus answers the first part of their question, "Is it at this
time?" by saying "It is not for you to know... but wait in Jerusalem." Jesus then echos his teaching
of Matthew 24:36 and Mark 13:32.

the Father has fixed by his own authority. -- The apostles, and all God's people, shouldn't
speculate on God's time-table. (Even as many still do today.) In a subtle way Jesus stresses that the
apostles were to revise their thinking about God's divine program and leave the matters to Him.
(John 18:36)

BActs 1:8

you shall receive power -- In Mark 9:1 Jesus had prophesied the kingdom would come with power
during the lifetime of some assembled there with him.

The word "power" (5Ovopv); is specially used of the power of the Holy Spirit (see Acts
6:8) and as used here it refers to the display of miracles (Acts 2:22; Acts 4:7; Acts 19:11). The
"power" Jesus here speaks of, and the "Baptism with the Holy Spirit" mentioned in previous verses
are the same thing.

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; -- Literally, "You shall receive the power of the Holy
Spirit coming upon you." (It is not that the power and the Spirit were something separate.) This
comes to pass on the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts 2:1-4. They would be guided into all truth
by the Holy Spirit, John 16:7; John 16:13.

you shall be my witnesses -- They had the mission to be "witnesses" to Jesus' preaching and
resurrection; the word "witnesses" martures also means martyrs. (Luke 24:48; John 15:27). They
"bore witness" to the life, instructions, death, and resurrection of Christ. A "witness" tells what he
knows. These men were thus qualified to tell all parts of the world the things they knew about
Jesus.

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria -- The first half of the book of acts deals with the
gospel being preached in these areas (chapters 1-12).

and to the end of the earth. -- The last half of the book of Acts (chapters 13-28) tells of the
spread of the gospel to the far corners of the Roman empire under the preaching of Paul.
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In verse 8 we have Luke's broad outline for his writing of Acts. It could be called the "table of
contents" for Luke's book of Acts.

The preaching done in:

1. Jerusalem - ch. 1-7

2. Judaea and Samaria - ch. 8-12

3. Uttermost part of the earth - ch. 13-28

BActs 1:9

when he had said this, -- In Luke 24:50-52, Jesus left them while He was speaking a blessing on
them, and they in turn "worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." His ascension
takes place on the Mount of Olives, the hill overlooking Jerusalem to the west, and Bethany to the
east (Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:12).

as they were looking on, -- Here he now ascends in open daylight, in the presence of the apostles
as witnesses. The complement of eleven apostles (and perhaps others with them, Acts 1:22) are
witnesses to his ascension back to the Father.

he was lifted up, -- Jesus rises from being earth-bound (this had been his mission since Luke 2:13-
16) and returns into heaven to the place of his pre-incarnate glory. (John 20:17; Ephesians 4:10; 1
Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:14; 1 Peter 3:22)

and a cloud took him out of their sight. -- To Luke more important than the location of Jesus'
ascension is the significance that “a cloud received him out of their sight.”

The cloud undoubtedly symbolizes the shekinah (see Exodus 24:16-17), the visible
manifestation of the divine presence and glory at Sinai. Such a cloud hovered above the tabernacle
in the wilderness as a visible symbol of the glory of God that dwelt within the tabernacle (cf.
Exodus 40:34); it also enveloped Jesus and three of his disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration
as a visible sign of God’s presence there and his approval of his Son (cf. Mark 9:7-11).

Something similar is presented here: as the Lord ascends He is enveloped by a cloud; the
visible manifestation of God’s presence, glory, and approval is seen.

Perhaps rightly we think of this cloud receiving Jesus as a bright beautifully fluffy cloud.
But we ought not to think of this picture when we read about "clouds" elsewhere in the Bible; for
generally they are clouds of judgment, and we should probably visualize clouds like those that
come with storms or tornadoes; as when God comes riding on a cloud (of judgment) into Egypt
Isaiah 19:1, or in Revelation 1:7; See Mark 13:26; Matthew 24:29 Joel 2:2; Zephaniah
1:15.

For Heaven's side of His ascension, and Jesus' return home, see Psalms 24:7; Daniel 7:13.

The actions taking place in heaven upon his arrival there is told us in_Revelation 12:7-10. (See
Ephesians 4:8-12 and notes there; for what came from Jesus' victory over death., see 1
Corinthians 15:54-55).

BActs 1:10
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And as they were gazing intently into the sky -- Luke describes the disciples as “looking intently
up into the sky as he was going.” They were continuing to strain hard to see Jesus as long as
possible. Even after He had been lost from sight, they kept on looking toward the sky.

while He was going [went up], -- The preposition is not in the Greek, which has simply, as he
went. Their eyes were so fixed on the spot, and were so intent on catching another glimpse of Him
that they didn't notice when two angel messengers took their stand beside the apostles.

two men in white clothing -- They are called men, but the dress of these figures and their
message suggests the apostles recognized them as angels (compare Mark 16:5; Luke 24:4; John
20:12). The white clothing is the emblem of the purity of heaven.

stood beside them. -- Standing by/with the apostles. (As if in assurance that God's presence and
favor would always be with them, Matthew 28:20). Angels appeared at His birth, His temptation, in
Gethsemane, at the tomb, and here at His ascension.

BActs 1:11

and said, -- The two men (angels) standing with the apostles spoke these words to them.

'""Men of Galilee, -- All the apostles were from Galilee except for Judas, who had killed himself by
this time (cf. Acts 1:18).

why do you stand looking into heaven? -- They were looking intently into the sky. Note how
the word "heaven" is used in two senses in this passage. Here it first means "sky."

This Jesus, -- This same tried friend who had been so faithful to them would return. They ought
not, therefore, look with despondency on His departure.

who was taken up from you into heaven, -- These angels affirm that it is the Jesus whom they
knew that would return. The glorified, ascended Christ is still the Jesus of Nazareth. He remains the
God/man. The angels affirm he has gone into "heaven," that is, the "heaven" where His Father is.
He was now at the Father's right hand. Mark 16:19.

The Jesus whom the disciples had known now had a heavenly existence (cf. note the double
use of the phrase “into heaven”).

will come in the same way [in like manner] as you saw him go into heaven." -- ""Will come'' is
another promise of Jesus' return. Daniel 7:13-14; John 14:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1
Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10. Jesus will not be separated from this world forever;
He will return, followed by a Judgment Day.

Jesus will come again as He left, on the clouds of heaven (cf. Matthew 16:27; Matthew
24:37-39; Matthew 26:64; Mark 8:38; Luke 21:27; John 21:22; 1 Corinthians 15:23; 1
Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 2
Thessalonians 1:8; James 5:7-8; 2 Peter 1:16; 2 Peter 3:4; 2 Peter 3:12; 1 John 2:28; Revelation
1:7). The Second Coming of Jesus is a recurrent and major theme of the N.T.
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BActs 1:12

Then they returned to Jerusalem -- Where they were told to wait until they received the promise
of the Holy Spirit. Luke 24:49; Luke 24:52; John 16:7;

from the mount called Olivet, -- Located on the eastern side of the Kidron Valley. On the
western slope of this mount was the garden of Gethsemane (a place of an olive press) where Jesus
had been arrested. The Greek word translated "Olivet" means "olive orchard," or "olive grove." On
the eastern slope were the villages of Bethpage and Bethany.

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away; -- The Mishnah sets this at about 3/5 of
a mile, the longest distance Jews were allowed to walk without breaking the Sabbath, Exodus 16:29
(Mishnah Eruvin 4.8).

We wonder why Luke would mention this tid-bit of information unless it was the Sabbath
Day (Saturday) on which Jesus ascended and he in informing us this is as far as they traveled on
that day in keeping with the Law. If so, Pentecost would come on the first day of the week eight
days later.

BActs 1:13
and when they had entered, -- They returned to the city of Jerusalem.

they went up to the upper room, -- This "upper room" was probably the same room where they
met for the Lord's last supper with them.

where they were staying, -- It was probably the house belonging to Mary, the sister of Barnabas
and mother of Mark, where they assembled in Acts 12:12; see Colossians 4:10; Acts 12:25. It was
a large house and the owner had servants. Such large complexes kept an upper room for guests.
Especially in Jerusalem they kept them for visitors who came to the feasts. This household appears
to have been disciples.

One clue that makes us think Mary's house was also the house of the Last Supper, is Mark's
statement in Mark 14:51 where it is believed that Mark is referring to himself. If Mark was the
one following Jesus and the apostles to the garden, it would probably have been that he
followed them from his home when they left in the night. Probably already in bed he only
grabbed a linen cloth (sheet) to wrap around his naked body and followed them.

Most likely it is also the same house where the disciples met (hid) after the Lord's
crucifixion John 20:19; John 20:26.

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. -- Their calling
is recorded in Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16.

BActs 1:14

All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer, -- Luke often shows the importance of
prayer to the Lord's disciples and the church (e.g., Acts 4:24-30; Acts 16:25; Acts 21:5).
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Jesus had taught his disciples to pray (Luke 11:1; Matthew 6:5-9 ff.) and they learned its
importance from His example.

with one accord -- The "one mind" denotes the entire harmony of their view and feelings. There
were no schisms, no divided interests, no discordant purposes.

together with the women -- Doubtless they included Mary Magdalene, Mary the wife of Clopas,
the sisters Mary and Martha, and Salome. Some of the apostles’ wives also may have been present
(cf. 1 Corinthians 9:5). These women are mentioned in this informal way because they would be

remembered by those like Theophilus, who had read Luke's first volume.

The mention of women in Luke’s account (Acts 9:36; Acts 16:14; Acts 21:9) reflects his
emphasis that all people (Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, men and women) are included in the
community and mission of the Church.

and Mary the mother of Jesus, -- The reference here to “Mary the mother of Jesus” continues
Luke’s interest in Mary begun in Luke 1:26-27 though Mary’s name does not appear again
anywhere in the N.T.

Luke lets us realize he interviewed witnesses (Luke 1:2) and it appears certain that he
interviewed Mary and got first hand information that she remembered cf. Luke 2:19; Luke 2:51.

and with his brothers -- The brothers of Jesus became his disciples also after his resurrection.

Jesus’ half-brothers, named in Mark 6:3 as James, Joses, Judas, and Simon. James was one
of the leaders of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17; Acts 15:13-22) and author of the epistle that
bears his name. Judas (Jude) wrote the epistle of Jude.

At this time, they were new believers in Jesus as God, Savior, and Lord, whereas only eight
months earlier John had mentioned their unbelief (John 7:5).

BActs 1:15

In those days -- Some time during the 8 day interval between Jesus' ascension and the day of
Pentecost recorded in Acts 2.

Peter stood up -- Peter is portrayed throughout Luke and Acts as one of the leaders and
spokesman among the apostles, although he did not possessed sole authority (Acts 15:6; Acts
15:22-23) or was beyond rebuke (see Galatians 2:11-14).

among the brethren [disciples] -- This would be the disciples meeting in the upper room, and not
a reference to Jesus' half-brothers mentioned in verse 14.

(the company of persons was in all about a hundred and twenty), -- This is the approximate
number of the disciples meeting together. This number would seem too large to meet in an upper
room, SO most commentaries believe they were meeting in some location of the temple compound,
such as Solomon's porch (Acts 3:11; Acts 5:12; in the temple daily in Acts 2:46).

The group must have included the eleven Apostles, the women who accompanied Jesus, and
other disciples from Jesus’ preaching and healing ministry. Some of Luke's eye-witnesses may
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have been among this number (see Acts 21:16). There may have been many more believers
(disciples) still up in Galilee, or even in Judea or Samaria (cf. John 4:40-42).

BActs 1:16

""Brothers, the Scripture -- References to “Scripture” in the NT usually always refer to the OT
(example Matthew 5:17-20; 2 Timothy 3:15-17). (Except 2 Peter 3:15-16, where Peter alludes to
Paul's writing also as Scripture.)

had to be fulfilled, -- Peter is saying what Jesus also claimed, that Scripture "cannot be broken"
(John 10:35), meaning that God's Word will always be found true, and everything prophesied by the
Holy Spirit "had to" come to pass.

""had to be'' is dei, which means of necessity. It is imperfect active indicative. The term means “it

99 ¢} 99 Ce;

is binding,” “it is necessary,” “it is inevitable.”

The gospel and its growth is not a chance occurrence, but it was the plan of God from the
foundation of the world, and it is the fulfillment of OT Scripture (LXX usage).

which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David -- Peter is attributing
inspiration to David (2 Peter 1:21) in writing the Psalms. Psalms 41:9, Psalms 55:12-15.

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. -- The verb "became"
suggests what Judas did was his own act. Judas' action would be well known to the other apostles
but the circumstances might not be known perfectly by many of the other 120 present. Some
commentaries understand this information was given by Luke to help Theophilus and his readers
have a more complete understanding.

BActs 1:17

For he was numbered among us, -- (This is continuing Peter's remarks.) Judas was an apostle of
Jesus, John 6:71. The only one from Judea while the others were from Galilee.

"Numbered among us -- As David prophesied, it was a "friend" who betrayed the Lord. cf .
Psalms 41:9, Psalms 55:12-15.

and was allotted his share in this ministry. -- Judas Iscariot, as a member of the Twelve, had a
part in the ministry of Jesus. Jesus knew he was the betrayer however. (John 17:12; Matthew
26:24; John 6:64, John 6:70-71; cf. Acts 2:23; Luke 22:22.)

allotted his share [portion] -- The word "portion" carries the idea of something delegated by God.

BActs 1:18

(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. -- This verse and verse 19 are place in
parenthesis and do not appear to be a part of Peter's discourse but are explanatory words inserted by
Luke for the instruction of Theophilus and his other readers.
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the reward of his wickedness -- This expression is only found in NT here and 2 Peter 2:13-15.
Thirty pieces of silver was the going price for a slave in the first century AD. (Note that twenty
pieces was paid for Joseph in Genesis 37:28.)

falling headlong -- From the tree or gallows on which he hung himself (see Matthew 27:3-8). It
was "this man's" reward money that the chief priest use to purchase the field, thus, it was "blood
money." Acts 1:19.

burst open in the middle -- All this information comes under the heading "And it become known"
found in the next verse. Judas may have hung himself so high that when the rope or limb broke he
fell a good distance to the ground. Others suppose his body hung there until it and the rope decayed
before falling.

BActs 1:19

And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, -- The way in which the purchase
money was obtained, caused the name to be changed from “the Potter’s Field” to “the Field of
Blood,” all people recognizing the fitness of the new name.

so that the field was called in their language Akel'dama, that is, Field of Blood.) -- Luke gives
the translation of "Akeldama" as "Field of Blood." This is Aramaic, which was the primary
language spoken by Jews in the first-century AD. The purchase price of the field was the price of
the "blood" of Jesus betrayed by Judas.

Akeldama ... Field of Blood -- Traditionally, the field is located south of Jerusalem in the Valley
of Hinnom, where that valley crosses the Kidron Valley. The soil there was good for making
pottery; thus, Matthew identifies it as “the potter’s field” (Matthew 27:7, Matthew 27:10).

BActs 1:20

For it is written in the book of Psalms, -- Peter claims two psalms foretell God’s judgment upon
Judas (citing Psalms 69:25) and the need for his replacement (Psalms 109:8). These are psalms of
David (compare Acts 1:16).

These psalms speak of false companions and wicked men who have become enemies of
God’s righteous servant.

'Let his habitation become desolate, -- Psalms 69:25. Psalms 69 was applied variously within
the early church to Jesus the Christ, the Servant of the Lord and Righteous Sufferer (Psalms 69:9 is
quoted in John 2:17 and Romans 15:3; and Psalms 69:22-23 is quoted in Romans 11:9-10).

and let there be no one to live in it'; -- Psalms 69:25. This eminently Messianic Psalms is here
combined with another, Psalms 109:8.

and 'His office let another take.' -- Psalms 109:8. So here in v.20 we have another example of
the use of messianic material, to explain the legitimacy of replacing a member of the apostolic
band.
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his office [bishopric] let another take -- [émickontv, ‘office’ or ‘charge'] The English
transliteration of émiokonoc, bishopric is the literal rendering of €émickonn; but it is meant to be
taken in its wider and more general sense.

This same office is called a diaxovia (a deaconship), and &roctolt) (an apostleship) in Acts
1:17 and Acts 1:25.

BActs 1:21

So one of the men who have accompanied us -- The new apostle must have been a companion of
Jesus and His disciples from the beginning of His earthly ministry to the end. He must be able to
bear witness to all that occurred in Jesus' ministry.

during all the time that the Lord went in and out among us, -- Judas’ replacement had to have
personally interacted with Jesus during His earthly ministry. This is so that the new apostle can be a
legitimate and effective eyewitness alongside the other apostles, as Jesus had specified (see Acts
1:8).

Notice that it shows the presence of other believers besides the Twelve who followed Jesus
closely throughout His earthly ministry.

the Lord went in and out -- This expression was used in the OT to describe a position of
leadership among the people (see Deuteronomy 31:2; 1 Samuel 18:13). We have the similar
expression used here and again Acts 9:28. Cp. also John 10:1.

BActs 1:22

beginning from the baptism of John -- A qualification for the "witness" to be selected apostle to
fill Judas' place. None today could meet this requirement to be an "apostle" John 15:27;

baptism of John -- The way this is stated has led many to believe that the disciples had been
baptized by John. But it probably is simply a reference to Jesus' beginning when He was baptized
by John. (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23).

The successor had to have familiar and unhindered association with Jesus from John’s
baptism to Jesus’ ascension. Perhaps not all the Eleven themselves could claim association with
Jesus from the days of John the Baptist (John 1:35-51 suggests that about half could). But they
evidently wanted to make quite sure that there would be no deficiency on this first point.

until the day when he was take up from us -- A reference to Jesus' ascension back into heaven,
Acts 1:9.

one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection." -- A second requirement
for Judas’ successor was that he had to have seen the resurrected Christ. The Resurrection was
central to apostolic preaching (cf. Acts 2:24; Acts 2:32; Acts 3:15; Acts 5:30; Acts 10:40; Acts
13:30-37).
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BActs 1:23

And they put forward two, -- The eleven apostles together found “proposed” two men. There
may have been others that were considered (Luke 10:1) but these two must have stood out equally
to meet the qualifications.

Joseph call Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, -- Barsabbas means “son of the Sabbath.”
Justus (“the righteous™) was Joseph’s Roman name. Many Jews in the Roman Empire had both a
Jewish and a Gentile name.

Neither of these figures appears elsewhere in the OT. Although the narrative of Acts does
not provide details about Joseph (Justus) and Matthias, it implies that both men were worthy
candidates to replace Judas among the disciples.

and Matthias. -- The name Matthias means “gift of God.” The ancient historians Eusebius and
Epiphanius claim Matthias was among the seventy of Luke 10:1.

A work called ‘The Traditions of Matthias’ is referred to by Clemens of Alexandria
(‘Strom.,” ii. 163). It was said of Matthias, by Nicephorus (howbeit, a late document) that he
preached and suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia.

BActs 1:24

And they prayed and said, -- Here we are not to conclude that Luke has recorded all the words
of their prayer but only the main point, in the same way as in the speeches which he reports he has
only preserved a brief abstract of the speakers’ arguments and language.

"You, Lord, -- While it is not clear linguistically whether God the Father or Jesus is here being
addressed in prayer by the vocative “Lord,” it is most natural to understand the same referent for
the title here as in Acts 1:21, “the Lord Jesus.”

Furthermore, Luke seems to drawn the parallel consciously by using the verb “to choose”
for those selected by Jesus in Acts 1:2 and for this replacement of Judas.

who know the hearts of all, -- By the lot the final decision was left in the hands of God (cf.
Proverbs 16:33), who alone could know which of these two, both having the necessary
qualifications as far as man could see, would prove the more excellent Apostle. The same
expression is applied to God, Acts 15:8.

show which one of these two you have chosen-- Literally, "show of these two the one whom thou
didst choose." They thought it proper that the Lord, who had chosen Judas, should also choose his
SUCCessor.

The casting of lots was a common OT method of determining God’s will (cf. Leviticus
16:8-10; Joshua 7:14; Proverbs 18:18; see Proverbs 16:33). This is the last biblical mention of
lots— the coming of the Spirit made them unnecessary.
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BActs 1:25

to take the place in this ministry and apostleship -- A similar phrase as in Acts 1:17, "a share
[place] in this ministry" (Stoxovia).

from which Judas turned aside [fell away], -- The Greek has only a verb which literally is equal
to transgressed. The use of mapaPaive for “to transgress, fall away from, turn aside from,” and the
like, is frequent in the LXX. (Exodus 32:8; Deuteronomy 17:20, etc.).

to go to his own place." -- This is an euphemism for “being lost in hell,” the place of torment for
the wicked. Satan used him for his purposes (cf. Luke 22:3; John 13:2; John 13:27), but Judas is
responsible for his choices and actions (cf. Galatians 6:7).

This is an awful phrase, showing that every man has the place in eternity which he has made
for himself in time.

BActs 1:26

And they cast lots for them, -- The practice of casting lots is known from the OT. The OT depicts
certain types of lot casting not as a matter of chance but as an opportunity for God to make His will
known in an unmistakable way (e.g., Leviticus 16:8; Joshua 18:6-8).

This is the last biblical mention of lots— the coming of the Spirit made them unnecessary.

and the lot fell on Matthias' and he was enrolled [added] -- The Greek word used here,
synkatapséphizomai, denotes an official enrollment into the ranks of the apostles: Matthias becomes
one of the twelve apostles.

with the eleven apostles. -- The word "apostle" literally means ""one sent'’, but in an official
sense, one who is designated to officially represent some authority, such as a king, or a nation.

The word is like our "ambassador." Such official representatives are provided
documentation or credentials to confirm their official status. The credentials the Lord provided
his "apostles" (official representatives) was the ability to work "miracles” as He did, and such
miracles were "wonders" (which amazed the people) and "signs" which stood as credential
evidence as His representatives. Mark 16:20; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Acts 5:32; Hebrews 2:3-
4.

Christ Himself is called the "apostle" of God, or the special representative sent by the
Father, Hebrews 3:1; John 3:17; John 3:34

In another sense, Barnabas is also referred to as an "apostles," since he had been sent by the
church, Acts 14:14; Acts 13:1-4; Acts 15:22.

Paul was Christ's apostle to the Gentiles, 1 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1. Christ appeared
to him enabling him to be a witness of the Lord's resurrection and provided him the credential of an
apostle, Acts 22:15:; Acts 26:16;
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apostles. -- Notice also that this is the last word in chapter 1, and the noun is the antecedent of the
"they" in Acts 2:1. It is the apostles who are baptized with the Holy Spirit in chapter 2, ( Acts 2:1)
and not the 120 disciples mentioned as being in the "company of persons" in Acts 1:15.

BActs 2:1

See Topic Sermons Gann.topx "Great Chapter in the Bible"

Ch 2 - This chapter is the bridge between Christianity in prospect and Christianity in practice.

Ch. 2 - "The Hub of the Bible" Everything in the Bible before this was looking forward to this,
everything afterwards looked back to it. It was called the ""beginning' Acts 11:15.

When the day -- A Great Day 1) The day of Pentecost; 2) A Historic Place - Jerusalem; 3) A
Divine Occurrence - Acts 2:1-4.

Pentecost -- Fiftieth part of a thing. Fifty days after Passover Day. Leviticus 23:15-16 ff; Numbers
28:26. Pentecost always came on a Sunday, in March or April. In the Jewish Talmud, Pentecost is
recognized as the day the Lord gave the Law at Mt. Sinai.

they were all together -- The proper antecedent of this pronoun is the Apostles, Acts 1:26 the last
word (also last word in the Greek) in the previous verse. Some false doctrines have resulted from
believing the entire 120 were speaking in tongues but this does not hold up under a close scrutiny of
the scriptures.

one place -- The place where the apostles were told to wait, Jerusalem Acts 1:4, for the promise of
the Holy Spirit Luke 24:49.
The place was probably in the temple at the hour of prayer, Acts 2:15.

See "Locating Pentecost - Part 1" - Chris McKinny
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2020/05/locating-pentecost-part-1/

See The Bordeaux (SW France) Pilgrim to Jerusalem in AD 333.
http://galynwiemers.blogspot.com/2010/07/bordeaux-pilgrims-333-ad-account.html4

BActs 2:2

suddenly there came from heaven a sound -- Notice the direction, from heaven, and the
suddenness of this blast.

a sound like a mighty rushing wind, -- It was not a wind, but the sound like one. Wind blows
horizonal, but this came down from heaven. People have described the sound of rushing wind like
a loud train. This would certainly get attention.

and it filled the entire house -- This could be a part of the temple where they had come to
worship at the hour of prayer Acts 2:15. The disciples, being too numerous to meet in an upper
room met in parts of the temple. (Acts 3:11; Acts 5:12; in the temple daily in Acts 2:46).
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where they were sitting. -- The location where they gathered "together in one place" (Acts 2:1).

BActs 2:3

And there appeared to them tongues -- With the sound of a rushing wind, came the appearance of
fire dividing itself upon the twelve apostles.

Tongues refers to the shape. Cloven, not because each was forked, but one great sheet of
light (like fire) that dispersed into twelve parts.

tongues as of [like as] fire -- Not actual fire, but had the appearance of fire that spread out on each
of the apostles.

Fire was often the symbol of divine presence in the OT There was the burning bush (Exodus
3:2-5); the pillar of fire that guided Israel by night through the desert (Exodus 13:21); the fire on
Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:17); the fire that hovered over the wilderness tabernacle (Exodus 40:38).

distributed and resting [sat upon each] on each one of them -- -- The first verb "divided"
[G1266] is first aorist tense, and shows the "distribution" was a momentary thing. The verb
"resting" or "sat" [G2523] may imply a permanence, or "to have fixed one's abode."

Significant is Luke's statement that the light-like fire was first unified, but then "separated
and came to rest on each of them."

The Feast of Pentecost had developed in Judaism as a celebration of the giving of the Law

to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Therefore the loud wind and fire may be a reminder of the awesomeness
of YHWH descending on Horeb (cf. Exodus 19:16).

BActs 2:4

And they were all -- The "they" and "all" here is a reference to the apostles (Acts 1:26; Acts 2:7;
Acts 2:14).

filled with the Holy Spirit -- In OT times prophetic utterances were regularly associated with the
Spirit’s coming upon particular persons for special purposes (cf. Numbers 11:26-29; 1 Samuel
10:6-12; et al.). This is the third miraculous event this day.

In Judaism, however, the belief arose that with the passing of the last of the writing prophets
the spirit of prophecy had ceased in Israel, and God now spoke to his people only through the
Torah. But Judaism also expected that with the coming of the Messiah there would be a special
outpouring of God’s Spirit.

filled -- The emphasis is on the passive verb “they were filled,” for it was Jesus who filled the
apostles with the Spirit. This is the realization of the promise, “he shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

This filling gave the apostles the endowments they needed to qualify them to do the work of
an apostle.
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and began to speak in other tongues [languages] -- The apostles are enabled by the Holy Spirit
to speak in the various languages and dialects of the nations assembled and understood by them.
This was the third miraculous event recorded here.

Some see what happened at Pentecost as a reversal of what happened at Babel. (Genesis
11:1; Genesis 11:9)

"Sin ruined the unity of language at Babel Genesis 11:1 ff; there Babel brought discord,
darkness, separation. Pentecost brought light, understanding, and unity."

This event on Pentecost is referred to as the beginning in Acts 11:15. This outpouring of
the Holy Spirit was upon Jews. And nothing like it occurred again until Acts 10:44-45 when it was
upon Gentiles. To find a likeness to what had happened at Cornelius' house, Peter had to refer back
to this day of Pentecost.

tongues -- The speech of the apostles was not some ecstatic utterance, but languages understood by
people present, see Acts 2:8;

as the Spirit gave them utterance -- The Holy Spirit inspired them and guided them in what to
say. It was in fulfillment of Luke 12:12; John 16:13; Acts 6:10.

BActs 2:5

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews -- Numerous Jews from all over the Mediterranean
world came to this important festival. The population of Jerusalem swelled from about one hundred
thousand inhabitants to around a million during each of the three festivals. [W. Reinhardt, “The
Population Size of Jerusalem and the Numerical Growth of the City,” in Acts in its Palestinian
Setting, pg 262—-63.]

devout men -- Good God-fearning men had made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to worship God and
celebrate Pentecost.

from every nation under heaven. -- "Every nation" would mean from every part of the entire
Roman empire. Faithful Jews who had been scattered among all the nations had come to Jerusalem
for the Passover and many stayed for Pentecost as well.

This is A Great Audience - v. 5-11

1. It is remarkable because of its background; Jews who understood the significance of the
message, and ready to hear.

2. It was remarkable because of its potential. Fifteen sections of the Roman Empire are
represented. These could take the Gospel back to their home communities. They were personal
witnesses of the great event of this day and the birthday of Christ's church (Acts 2:47) and had
the opportunity to become charter members themselves (such as Mnason, see various
translations of Acts 21:16).

BActs 2:6

And at this sound [noised abroad] -- The sound like the gusty wind (Acts 2:2) prompted the
gathering of a multitude.
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This again assures us the gathering in Acts 2:1 was somewhere in the temple compound for
there to be a crowd gathering of hundreds or thousands (Acts 2:41).

the multitude came together, -- The sound was what drew the crowd to the place where the
apostles were.

and they were bewildered [confused; confounded] -- Being amazed and perplexed, the crowd
was "thrown into an uproar." It was hearing the apostles speaking in the various languages that
"bewildered" them.

because each one heard them speaking in his own language. -- Each pilgrim in the crowd
recognized the language or dialect from his own country. The miracle was in the apostles' ability to
speak the various languages, not in the ears of the hearers.

The twelve probably spread out among the multitude and national language groups naturally
gravitated to those they could best understand.

BActs 2.7

And they were amazed and marvelled [wondered] -- This describes the effect of the miracle
upon the people. Probably many of these foreigners had not been exposed to the many miracles of
Jesus.

saying, ''Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? -- And they meant by that, how could
these unpolished, and uneducated men [fishermen] speak these various languages so fluently!

The Judean Jews, and probably the foreigners as well, could recognize where they from, by
both their dress and accent. Some in the crowd may have even recognized some of the individual
apostles.

BActs 2:8

And how is it that we hear, -- The miracles was not in the ears of the hearers, but that the apostles
were enabled to speak in these various languages of those present from all the corners of the Roman
Empire.

each of us in his own native language? -- Since the disciples who were speaking were Galileans,
it bewildered those who heard, because the disciples could not by themselves have learned so many

different languages.

There is no description here of any jargon or incoherent speech, we are told of utterances
tested by the ears of those who had spoken these languages from their youth.

BActs 2:9
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Men gathered from sixteen different sections of the Roman Empire are represented as
witnessing this great day of Pentecost.

The geographical order for this list of nations is from east to west. Sixteen places are
mentioned but not necessarily that many different languages.

Par'thians -- For it will be observed that the different nationalities, whose tongues were spoken by
those rude Galil