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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

Whereas, by section 2 of an act entitled “An acet providing for publication of the
Revised Statutes and the laws of the United States,” approved June 20, 1874, it is pro-
vided as follotws, viz:

« 8re. 2. That the Seeretary of State is hereby charged with the duty of ecausing
to be prepared for printing, publication, and distribution, the Revised Statutes of the
United States enacted at this present session of Cougress ; that he shall canse to be cor-
pleted the head-notes of the several titles and chapters, and the marginal notes referring
to the statutes from which each section was compiled and repealed by said revision, and_
references to the decisious of the courts of the United States explaining or expounding
the same, and such decisions of State courts as he may decem expedient, with a full and
complete index to the same. And wheun the same shall be completed, the said Secretary
shall duly cortify the same under the seal of the United States, and when printed and
promulgated as hereinafter provided, the printed volumes shall be legal evidence of the
Jaws and treaties therein contained in all the courts of the United States and of the
several States and Territories;”

And whereas, by section 3 of said act, it is farther provided that * the revision of
the statutes relating to the District of Columbia, to post roads, and the public treaties
ir: foree on the first day of December, one thousand eight bundred and sevepty-three,
with a suitable index to each, shall be published in a separate volume, and entitled and
labeled ¢ Revised Statutes relating to District of Columbia and Post Roads. Public
Treaties ;'”

And wheveas, by section 1 of an aet entitled “An act providing for the authentica-
tion of the Revised Statutes of the United States and for preserving the originals of all
laws in the Department of State,” approved the 28th day of December, 1874, it is pro-
vided “ that the cer:ificate to the priuted volume of the Revised Statates of the United
States required by said section 2 of the act of June 20, 1874, shall  made by the Sec-
retary of State under the seal of the Department of State :*

Now, therefore, I, amilton Fish, Secretary of State,
do hereby certify that the following are the Revised Stat-
utes relating to the District of Columbia and to Post Roads,
as enacted by Congress on the 22d day of June, 1874, and
| the Public Treaties in force on the first day of Decen-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and seveuty-three, pre-
pared, printed, and published according to the providions
of the said first-mentioned act of Juue 20, 1874,

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my
name and caused the seal of the Department of State to
be affixeql.

Done at the city of Washington this 28th day of June, A.D. 1875, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the ninety-nioth.

HAMILTON FISH.




REVISED STATUTES

oy

THE UNITED STATES,

RELATING TO THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

PASSED AT THE

FIRST SESSION OF THE FORTY-THIRD CONGRESS,

EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISIIED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF AN ACT OF
COXNGRESS, AND UNPER THE DIRECTION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNKMENT PRINTING OFFICE,
1875. '



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Chapter,
1. Orgauization and government ..... ceceevocessascssesssrecas ceeasisssescencas cevessse asen

2. ElCCtiONS o coeecococococssscocooscs coversseroccoe seocnsnn

evessecs vocsssccns gesncone

3. Appropriation and disbursement of public money.......... ceserererenacesenne «vesvee
4. Todebtedness ...... coee . T
5. Valuations, assessmonts, And tAXMION eeveeseercas sesoneeenssaessaccetnsecsnonccons sonses
. Collection of taxeBesecce cecsanecccccceacens tecetssecateiiretececcoccotnntcaaecanen seveee
. Fire department . coce seee ceccvcconcce e egecesececon
WRter-86I'ViCe ceccessossss sooncsvoceseersocsce socane eveccccncssovnce
. Regulation of stroeis, avenues, reservalions, &0 seecee ol iiiens e ilonitieneniennnnees
10. Regnlation of contracts and accounts for government buildings and public works ...........
11. Highiways, roads, and bridges.......... eeterecsrrtesasscrtesans seetsannte sevssensorssetran
12, Public 8ch0018.ceaessscece cosces cosnccsecces sococscsrseroccssocncccsssessacscnnn e ctsccees
13. Metropolitan police.ceceee... tecossaanessscess seesctcecisaresscasenece sececsccsccetonsens
14. Conveyance of 168} €8tale eccece sceccrcacssccace tesreteneterecassectecss sens net soce sennee
15, Recorder of deeds .- s
10, SUI'VEYOL covene covecccccesesesscossorcassscas sosesosses soassesssssvessscssasnce sonssnnne .
17. Limitod partnerships. .. cecececeec socecs secpcccoss socas sace caes tooccrsenonerovcee sscasoes
18. General inCOTPOLAtion.ceeee sveccescccccsccoccccacas teccsvecescencnes y
19. Landlord and teDanb.. ceec ceee seceetcccocectsectctctcasccacececocsoscssocccs cocecoce annes
20. Mechanios’ JieD8 ceeees tococsceccaccocevens reeerscercnss sttt cessresssstne .eoene .oesen coeeen
21, Interest 80d UBULT . cveae co e sonacsssosscssoces smescsssssces e ceensonas .

CENe

L LYY

22, Marriage and diVOIC ceeeceee cocrcevecsacscrssorseccocsscssosesstose cvossonnessscnceasces
23. Tho JUBCIAIT ceecns cenene sevasanone voos boocascosensacenss vestaccensinonne sessnscososee
2. Jurors. ..... coesecs cosccosscros T R s teeracsone creecccttocncces
25 Witnessos «oeees vacee e eeecetesscnccsseresarescersaese crsres tenen v eeaeces voe
26, Certain officers Of COUMS.coe secvecsrcccrccctsreccecasececs voresovcvsscnsoce
27. Rogister of Wills ceceeececces soceesroncverenncroccecrcicacetoccetoraitocans ees cones
28. Guardian and ward ..... coccecene cescerssorenss tess conees sotoce seobos cocace save cocsvs once
20, Execators and administrators ..ceeceecicccioecsons .omeee voonne “eeenn S esctsssensnnanesenca
30, NOLATIE8 PUDO coee cone vonccroosesors soresracssssases ssesses sosone sasssosens e veeeecans
31, Justices Of the PeBCE ceececcccocs covorecicsccasssecses sooces soooss sosscect sonves ceccsecen
32, ConBlableB.caceececs cosesorocsvecacecs sovacccccossrsorsass conr socs sone ssne sorecans covesen
33, POMICE COULt e ocvereccoscocoacroscececasccsscessssncens savace sacosssane e cseemercranesone
34, Tho JAi) coce oo vecove coce seconcccterccorscacescseccs oosscsesoosscscvesonsecsssssns socoes
'35. Penitontinry..... e esemss ereence saaees ece tesetees seet res ben s arties saseeses sensesotese
36. Crimes and offonses .......... teesastercesssence cosorrcnenraes secons srares soacts sess se e

B 1 T O

Page.
1-10
10-12
12,13

13-15

15-17
17-21

62-81
. 81-83

89-100
100-102
103-106
105-108
108-110
110-114

114

115,116

116-120

121
121-124
124-126
126-130
134-138

| 138-149



FORTY-THIRD

CONGRESS OF TN UNITED STATES, AT THE Fiksl SESSION, BEGUN
AND IELD AT THE CITY 0¥ WASHINGTON, IN THE DISTRICT OoF
COLUMBIA, ON MONDAY, 111k FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER, BIGHTEEN

HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THREL.

AN ACT

To revise and consolidate the statutes of the United States, gen-
eral and permanent in their nature, relating to the District
of Columbia, in force on the first day of December, in the
year of our Lord one thousand c¢ight hundred and scventy-

three,

CHAPTER ONE.
ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT.

See.
1. ‘Territorial aren.
9. A body-corporate for municipal pur-
poses ; powers and limitations.
3. Governor, appoiutment and term of
offico.
4, Qualifications.
6. Sulary, how payable.
6. Powers and dutics.
7. Veto power.
8. Passage of bills over governun’s veto.
O, Vote, bow taken. .
10, Bills ot roturned within ten days,
11. Secrotary, appviniment, qualiications,
and term of oflice.
12, Salary. how payable.
13. Duties of secrotary.
14, When to act as governoy.
15. Provision iu cuse of vacancy in oflices
of both governor and secretary.
16, Legislative ussembly.
17, Council; puwmbor and quulifications
of members.
18, Appointinent and term of oflice.
19. Houso of delegates; tern of service
aud qualifications of mewhers,
20, Apporttoyment of conuctl and delegate
istricts.
21, Formation of districts, how prescribed.
&2, Salaries of members of legislativo as-

sembly.
23. Additional allowance to presiding offi-

cors.
24, Officors of logislative asscmbly.
%5, Salaries. N
26. Time of meeting of legislative assew-

. Length of sessions,

28, Limitation of sessions,

29. Restrictions nupon membors,

30, United States ofticers probibited from
being members,

31, Oath of menthers,

R 8 II—1

32, Forfeiture of offico for refusil tv take

oath.

34, Penalty for falso awearing.

34. Quorum of legislutive assembly.

35. House to determino qualilications of
its members,

3G. Rules of cach house and choice of ofli-

eera,

7. Opeving of council.

43, Opeving of houso.

$9, Yixpulsion of members,

40, Y'unishment of noy-members for con-
tempt.

41. Adjourument.

42, Yeus aod nays.

43, Whero bills may originnte.

41, Voto on final passago,

45, Bills to be read at Jurge.

16, Salject of act to Le embraced in Litlo.

47. Rostrictions npon legislation in appra-
printion bills,

18. When acts take effect; emergency
clause.

49, Lxtent and limitations of the legisla-
tive power.

50. Alt acts subiject to repeal, &c., by Con-

gress,

61, Extrs allowances to officers, contract-
ors, &¢., prohibited.

52, Vuauthorized contracts void.

53. District not to give its credit, &c., to
corporations or individuals.

54. Special lm;s; in what cases shall not

assed.

§5. Leygislativo asscmbly not to release
indebtedness to the District.

56. Nor to establish banks of circalation
or anthorize iasue of currency.

57. Legislativo assembly not to pass cer-
tain laws,

a8, Right of sufirago not to be abridged.

5. Free sclwols,



Territorial area.

16 July,

DISTRIQT OF COLUMBIA.

Sec.

60. Paupers.

61. Practice aud jurisdiction of courts.
62. Justices of the peace and notaries pub-

lio.
63. Power to im] additional duties on
certain United States officers.
64. Ministerial officers. . i
65. Creation of corporations by genersl
.

idges.
63. Payment of debts of old corporations.
69. Delegate to Congress may be elected.
%0, Qualifications.
71. Rights and Privileges.
72. Board of bealth; appuintwent, powers,
and duties.
73. Salaries,
‘74, Board of public works,
7. Term of office.
76. Salaries.
77. General powers.
78. Disbursemeunt of moneys.
79. To mako buildiug regulations subject
* to supervision of Jegislative assem-

30, Cono’;ncts. to be in writing and copies
:i:ie«%. in office of secretary of the Dis-
tric

.| Sec.

81. Restrictions upon contracts. .

82. Counfracts in whichh members of board
are interested void,

83. Restrictions npon making contracts or
incurring liabilities on acconnt of
United States.

84, Aonual report, how made and to whom
transmitted.

83. Oath of District officers,

86, Disqualification for crime. .

81, Dislmrsing officers to give security.

83, Salaries of District officers, how paid.

89, Judicial courts, how continued.

90. Register of wills, recorder of deeds,
attorney, and marshal.

91. Laws and ordinances remaining in

force.

92. Certain laws of Maryland contipued
in force.

93. Laws of United States not locally in-

94, C'?P p]i?é’vb' bington and Georgeto
. Cities of Washington an wn
to continue to ge 8o knowan.

93. Charters continued for certain pur- -

poses.
96. District the successor of old corpora-
tions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assemble% That the District of Columbia

is that portion of the territory of the
1790, of Maryland for the permanent seat of government of ihe United States,

nited States ceded by the State

¢. 28, o., v. L,p. including tbe river Potomac in its course through the District, and the

120

islands therein. {SeeR.8.V.8.,§1795.)

27 Feb., 1801, ¢. 15,8, 2,v. 2,p.105. 21 Feb., 1871,¢. 62,6, 1,v. 16,p. 4i9. United
States vs. Hawmond, 1 Cranch, C. C.,15; Kendall vs, United States, 12 Petors, 524;
Reily rs. Lanar,2 Cranch, 343 ; Gordon vs, Lindo, 1 Crauch, C. C.,588 15 Bank of Alexan-

dria vs, Dyer, 14 Peters, 141 ; United Statesvs. 8imme, 1 Cranch, 2523

Administrator, 1 Cranch, 259 ; Stelle vs. Carroll, 12 Peters, 201 ;

5 Wheaton, 317 ; Cohenps vs.
Mutoal Assn
Lessee vs. Inhabitants, 1 Peters, C. C.,45; O'N

2Cranch,444;

Uuited States vs. Watkins, 3 Peters, C. C,, 441.
SEC. 2. The District is ereated a government by the name of the Dis-

The District cre-
ated a government
xlmg eonstiwtedfa

hady corporate for
mupicipal pur- be su

poses.

62,8. 1,v.16, p. 419.

Governor, ap-

term of office.
Ivid., 8.2,
Qualifications.
" Ivid.

abl

1bid., s, 32, p. 425,

_Powers and du-

ties.

Salary, how pay-
o

trict of Columbia, by which name it is counstituted a
al Purpo,ses, and may contract and be contracte
, plead and be impleaded, bave a seal, and exercise all other

wuniei

‘'enwick vs, Sears’s

Lougbborough vs. Blake,
Virgivis, 6 Wheaton, 424 ; Hepburn and Pundas vs. Ellzey,
ranee Society vs. Watts’ Executor, 1 Wheaton,279; Westcott’s
eall's Lessee vs. Brown, 1 Peters, C.C., 69;

body-corporate for
dy with, sue and

powers of a municipal corporation not inconsistent with the Constitution
21 Feb.,, 1671, o. 2nd laws of the United States and the provisions of this title,

THE GOVERNOR.

C SEC. 3. The executive power is vested in » governor, who shall be
poitment, and gnnointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the
- Senate, and who shall hold office for four years, and until his successor

is appointed and qualified.

SEc, 4. The governor shall be a citizen of the District, and shall have
resided therein twelve moiiths before his appointment, and shall have

the qualifications of an elector.

Sgc. 5. The governor shall receive an annual salary of three thousand

Treasury of the

dollars, payable quarter-yearly from the date of his appointment, at the
nited States; but no payment shall be made until he

shall have entered upon the duties of his office. .
Sec, 6. The governor may grant pardons aud respite for offenses
—_—  _ against the laws of the District enacted by the legislative assembly
Ibid, 5.2,p. 419, thereof, He shall commission all officers elected or appointed under the




ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT. - 3

laws 0. District so enacted, and shall take care thai the laws be
fuitbfully cxecuted.

Sec. 7. Every bill which passes tbe council and house of delegates Veto power.
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor; if be ap- o1 Febn, 1871, o.
prove, he shall sign it; but if vot, he shall return jc with his objections 62, v. 16,s.3,p. 420.
to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the ohjections at
large on the journal, and proceed to reconsider it.

SEc. 8. If, after reconsideration, two-thirds of all the members ap-  Passagoe of bills
pointed or elected to suid bhonse shall agree to pass the bil), it shall be over governor’s
sent, together with the objections, to the otber house, by which it shall yeto.
likewise be reconsidered ; and if approved by two-thirds of ali the mem-  1bid.
bers appointed or elected to that house, it shall become a law.

Sec. 9. In all sach cases the votes of both houses shall be determined  vote, bow taken.
by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and againgt — = -————-
.thte bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively, :

.8rc. 10. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within ten  Bills not retarn-
days, Sundays excepted, after it shall have been presented to him, the ed within ten days.
samo shall be a law in Jike manner as if he bad sigued it, unless the leg- " yia.
islative assembly by adjourpment prevent its return ; jn which case it
sball not be a law.

THOE SECRETARY.

SEc. 11. There shall be appointed by the President, by an® with the Secretary, ap-
advice and consent of tho Scuate, a secretary of the District, who shall pointwent, qualis-
reside therein, and possess tho qualifications of an elector, and who shall €atious, aud torm

S g : ] % of ofiice,
lhold oflico for four years, and until his snccessor is appointed and quali- Pl
ged. 1bid., 8. 4

SEc. 12. The secretary shall receive an annual salary of two thousand  Salary, how pay-
dollars, payable quarter-yearly from the date of his appointment, at the able- .
Treasury of the United States, but no payment shall be made until he ™ Iuid.,s.32, p. 425.
shall bave entered upon the daties of his oflice.

SEc. 13. The secretary shall record and preserve all laws and pro- Dnties of secre-
ccedings of the legislative assembly, and all the acts and proceedings tavy. i
of the governor in bis executive departwent; hesball transmit one copy ~ Ivid..s. 4, p. 420.
of the laws and journals of the legislative assembly within thirty days
after the end of each session, aud one copy of the executive proceedings
and official correspondence semi-annually, on the first days of Jannary
and July in cach year, to the President of the United States, and four
copies of the laws to the President of the Sevnate, and to tho Speaker
of the ITouse of Representatives, for the use of Congress.

Sro. 14, Iu case of tho death, removal, resignation, disability, or When to act as
absence from.the Distriet of tho governor, the secrefary shall execate governor.
and perform all tho powers and duties of tile governor during such va- Ibid.
caucy, disability, or absence, or until another governor sball be duly
appointed and qualified to fill such vacancy.

SEc. 15. In casc the offices of governor and secretary shall both be- Provision in
come vacant, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the oftice of gov- case of vacancy in
crnor shall devolve upon the presiding otficer of the eouncil,and ib case :gf,c?“:ggg;fm“
that office shall also be vacant, upon the presiding officer of the house -
of delegates, until the office shall be filled by a new appointment. bid.

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

SEc. 16. The legislative power is vested in a legislative assembly, slative as
which shall consist of & council and house of delegates. sembly.

Ibid., 8. 5.
SEc. 17. The council shall consist of eleven members, of whomn two cl:,:,,’;i‘.s Dom-
shall be residents of Georgetown, and two residents of the District out- ver and qualifics-
sido of Washington and Georgetown, and they shall have the qualifica- tions of members.
tions of voters and shall reside in and bo jubabitants of the districts “Tpiq.
from which they are appointed. (see § 86.)
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Appointmont
-and term of office,

21 Feb,, 1871, c.
62,8, 5, v. 16, p, 420,
House of dele-
gates: term of
service and qual-
- ifications of mew-
bors.
pportionm e n
of council and del-
cgate districts,

“Tuid.

Formation of dis-
tricts, how pre-
seribed.
~I6id,, p. 421,

Salaries of mem-
bers of tho legisla-
tive asscmbly.

1bid.,s. 32, p.4256.

Additional allow-
ance to the presid-
ing officers.

Toid,

Officers of the
legislative assem-
bly.

Tuid.

Salaries.

~ Ibid., p. 426.

_Time of meeting.
1bid., 8. 5, p. 421

Lepgth of ses-
sions.

Thid.

Limitation of ses-
sions.

1bid., 8. 32, p. 426.

Restrictions
upon wembers.

" Ibid., . 19, p. 423,

United States
officers prohibited
from being mem-
bers.

1bid.

Oath of wmem-
Lers.

“ 1bid.,s. 9, p. 421,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

SFc. 18, Members of the council shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, for the term of two
years, in such mavner that five shall be appointed one year, six the sue-
ceedinyg year, and so on slternately.

81c. 19, The bouse of delegutes shall eousist of (wenty-two members,
whose term of service shall continue one year. They shall have the
qualifications of voters, and reside in aud be inhabitautsof the districts
from which they are elected.  (Sec § $6.3

Sec. 20. An apportionwent shall be made as nearly equal as praeti-
cable, into eleven districts, for the appoiniment of the council, and into
twenty-two districts for Lhe clection of delegates, giving to each section
of thlt)a District representation iu the ratio of its population as nearly as
way be,

SEc. 21. The formation of districts for members of the couucil and
bouse of delegates shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 22. Mewbers of the legislative assembly sball be entitled to
receive four dollars each per day, during their actnal attendance at the
session thereof.

SEc. 23. An additional allowance of four dollars per day shall be paid
to the presiding officer of each house for each day he shall so preside.

Sec. 24. A chief clerk, one assistant clerk, one cngrossing and one
enrolling clerk, and a sergeant-at-arws, may be chosen for each house,

SEc.25. The chief clerk shall receive four dollars per day, and the other
ofiicers authorized by the preceding section three dollars per dav, dur-
ing the session of the legislative assembly.

SEc. 26. Thbe day of the commencement of the regnlar sessions of the
legislative assembiy shall be preseribed by law.

SEc. 27. No session of the legislative assembly in any one year shall
exceed the term of sixty days,

SEc. 28, There shall be buf one session of the legislative assembly
anoually, unvless, on an extraordinary occasion, the governor shall think
proper to call the legislative assembly together.

SEc. 29. No member of the legislative assembly shall hoid or be ap-
pointed to any office which is created or the salary or emoluments of
which is increased while he is a member, duriog the term for which be
is appointed or elected, and for one year after the expiration of such
term.

SEc. 30. No person holding any office of trust or profit under the
Goverll:lment. of the United States shall be a member of the legislative
assembly.

Skc. 31. Members of the legislative assembly, before they enter upon
their oflicial daties, shall take and subsecribe the following oath or affirma-
tion: “I do solemunly swear éor affirm) that I will support the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and will faithfully discharge the duties of the
oflice upon which I am about to enter; and that I have not knowingly
or intentionally paid or con{ributed anything, or made any promise iu
the nature of a bribe, to directly or indirectly influence any vote at the
election at which 1 was chosen to fill the said office, and bave not ac-
cepted, nor will I accept, or receive, directly or indirectly, auy money
or other valuable thing for any vote or influence that I may give or
w.itlhhogc’l’ on any bill, resolution, or appropriation, or for any other offi-
cial act.






